Jaccoud's arthropathy: report of seven cases.
Seven patients with severe rheumatic heart disease and joint deformities, in whom there were no signs of active arthritis, are described. The fulfill the criteria for the diagnosis of Jaccoud's arthropathy (or 'chronic post-rheumatic arthritis'). We postulate that hypermobility may be a predisposing factor in the development of the deformity. This rare condition should be distinguished from rheumatoid arthritis because of its relatively favourable prognosis.